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Short seasons of excavation between 1985 and 1992 were conducted under the super-
vision of thewriter in an open and almost featurelessarea near the center of the walled city
of Tocra The excavations were part of the Garyunis (Benghazi) University training
program, arranged by the Department of Archaeology for undergraduate students.

The excavation uncovered the remainsof seven buildings and produced a vast quantity
of stratified material. Four periods of occupation, Hellenistic, Roman (early and late),
Byzantineand Idlamic, were encountered within the excavated area.’

Periods3-4 (Figs 1-2, 10)

The Lélr)permost levels of all buildings excavated are to be dated mainly in the Byzantine
period, but show some structural additions and minor modifications probably undertaken
during the Islamic period. The floor level of each building produced a large quantity of
material which is confidently referred to the 6th and 7th centuries AD. The vast mgjority
o the dateablefinds consisted of coarse pottery: including flat-based jugs, some of which
were nearly complete, avery distinctive type of cooking ware with a row of finger indenta-
tions on the top of the lug, pieces of broken amphorae, mostly necks, bases and handles;
one of these handles is stamped with a bust of a Byzantine emperor in a style exactly
similar to that of busts on the obverse of Byzantine coins. The legend, however, is not
legible (Fig. 13a). Among thefinds were also a large quantity of Byzantine lamps, of which
more than thirty are either complete or nearly complete, and many Byzantine coins, of
which ahigh proportion belongs to the reign of Heraclius (AD 610-641."

This datable cvidence we further confirmed from the fill of two underground vaulted
cisterns belonging to buildings | and IV which were evidently made to receive waste and
superfluous water (Figs3-4).

Five buildingsamong those excavated proved to be modest dwellings; I, I, IIL, 1V, VI. In
huilding V, which was only partly excavated, there is evidence to suggest that the two
excavated rooms situated at the western end d the building were used for industrial
activitiesor as shops. These two western rooms are distinct from each other. The further
one originally had a northern entrance which was later blocked and compensated by
another entrance facing an aley on the western side; it is internally divided into two
compartments by a partition wall. The second room had an entrance facing north and is
divided by partition walsinto three compartments (Fig.5). Large column drums, c. 70 cm
in diameter, were used in the construction of the partition walls. This room contains four
box-like structures made of re-used materials which include many architectural elements.
During the course of excavations, however, nothing was found to indicate what were the
products manufactured or sold here.
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In building VI, the discovery of agroup of eight vats, inserted into room 3, show that
some sort of light industrial activitieswere carried on there. Each vat was about 3 m deep
and lined internaly with opus signinum. Such structures were undoubtedly used for
storingliquidssuch asoil and wine,

At alater stage in the history of these buildings, some structural additions and minor
modifications were made. These are most obviousin buildingsT and TV. In building |, a
small room-like structure was built up within room 2. It was set upon a thick layer of
compacted debris which coversthe older room. It is of particular interest to note that the
second builder made no attempt to re-use the remains of the up-standing old walls as
foundations, with the result that the old and the new wdls are ¢. 50 ¢cm apart. This may
indicate hasty constructionor that the second builder intentionally ignored the presence of
theolder wdls In either casewhat iscertainly alater additionis most likely to berelated to
an Idamic presence. In building III a curved and rather crudely-built wal was added to
room 3. It was laid directly on to theearthfloor extending from the northern to the eastern
wadls of the existing room, creatinga small irregularly shaped room. To make use o the
room thus created, another entrance was added in the eastern wal o the older room. A
larger and also crudely-built curved wall was added on the western end-wall of the same
building for unknown purposes. The entrance between room 4 and room 5 of the same
building was blocked. There are, however, also strong indications of reoccupation of the
excavated area by the Mudimsfollowing their overwhelming defeat of the last Byzantine
garrison at Tocra.

Apart from pottery and lamps which are used alike by Byzantines and Mudims, our
excavation resulted in the discovery of two early Iamic coinsd atypewhich has not been
found elsawherein Cyrenaica asfar as we know. The two pieces bear on the obverse the

Figeere 8. fhailifing V, the second westers room.
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following monotheistic statement: There is no God but one God; and on the reverse:
Mohamed is the messenger o God (Fig.13b).

It is worth mentioning that one of the two coins was overstruck on a Byzantine coin.
Thetwo Idamic coinswerefund near the northern wal of theroominsertedin buildingl.*

As excavated, the buildings provided examples of the poorer type of construction
associated with the final phases of the city's urban life. Such structures have been
encountered by many excavators on other sitesin Cyrenaica, but have not so far received
proper study. Poor as they are, they have their own character and can provide us with
much useful information. They constitute a link in a chain of Cyrenaican architectural
development and will undoubtedly contribute to our understandingd the later history of
ancient Cyrenaica; thus they deserve some attention. Building IV provides a good model
for the materia and construction-methods used for such buildings. This topic will be
comprehensively investigated in aseparate article.

Period 2 (Fig. 11)
Prior to discussion of the evidence for earlier occupation on the site, it will be useful to
offer thefollowinggeneral remarks:

(1) Neither a clear general impression of the earlier character of the quarter nor

complete building plans could be confidently restored at present.

(2) Most of the overlying buildings were constructed around the courtyard of building|

which wasoriginally an early Roman building.

(3) Itisevident that these buildingswere haphazardly grouped around the early Roman

building, with no respect paid to the main outlinesof the city's insulae.

(4) Another complicating factor is that the density of the overlying buildings prevented

acompleteexamination of earlier structures.

Neverthelessit was possible to reved substantial evidenceof earlier occupation. The
best evidence was obtained from building | where it was possibleto isolate two periods of
earlier occupation.

Building | lay ailmost in the middle of the excavated area of the site. Originally it was
certainly a Roman building dating most probably to thelatefirst century A LY. Evidence for
its construction came from a sounding made below the western end of its courtyard. The
full extent of the building wes not discovered for the reasons given above and due to the
fact that most of its rooms surrounding the courtyard were incorporated into the late
establishmentsset around it. It was only possible to determinepart of its southern limit.

The principal remains of the Roman building consisted of a rectangular courtyard
measuring ¢. 9.30* 6.30 m. Approximately in its centre therc was a large rectangular
underground cistern with an elongated well-like head, substantially intact, measuring
2.90 m wide, 3.10m long, and with a total depth d 5 m. The well-hcad and al its
capstones, which were made of sandstone slabs, have survived. The cistern had a quarter-
round moulding at the junctionsdf the wallsand the floors, which were lined with water-
proof mortar. The courtyard, including capstones, had a concrete floor of pinkish
water-proof mortar . 5-7 cm thick. A shalow mortared channel, c. 25 an wide, which
carried rainwater from the roof o the north rangedf roomsinto the cistern was preserved
in the north comer of the courtyard. No evidencefor smilar channelswas observedin the
other corner, but another and very practical syslemfor collectingwater wasinstalled there;
circular bowls, c. 70 em in diameter, lined with water-proof mortar, wereinserted near the
other corner of the courtyard. Each was roughly 7-10 cm deep. It is evident that they were
used as filter-beds for rain water which collected in the courtyard before entcring the
cistern. It is worth mentioningthat the courtyard waslater subdivided by a partition wall
into two rooms. The dividing-wall was laid directly on to the concretefl oor extending over
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alarge portion of two filter beds which were thus put out of use. An oven was inserted in
each room. One oven was very simple, consisting of a circular wall, lined internally with
baked clay, c. 2-3 cm thick, while the other, which was set in the westemmost room, was
much more elaborate, although it too is circular in shape; the outside face of its external
wall was covered with re-used sherds from amphora-necks, sealed with white mortar. The
discovery of many (over 20) small broken cups made of distinctively thin glass, the
existence of a basin made of re-used architectural elements of the Roman building, and a
patch d pavement roughly circular in shape, made for the most part from the remains of
circular querns, al contribute to the impression that late activity here was not purely
domestic.

Returning to the remains of the Roman building, most of the lateral range of rooms
facing into the courtyard are still traceable. To the south, the courtyard was bounded by
two rooms. These were later incorporated into building VI by the blocking of their
entrances. The east wing of the courtyard contained one room which had a thick solid
concretefloor; it was later incorporated into building TV. To the west, the concrete floors
of rooms 1 and 3, which later became part of buildings IV and T respectively, belong to
the original Roman building. To the north, the courtyard was bounded by two rooms. One
o these two rooms — room 1 — had a concrete floor. Apart from the doorway into the
courtyard, this room had three more entrances. One of them, located in the eastern wall,
led, by way of raised steps, to alarger room, or, more probably, a yard, containing three
box-like structures of different sizes, made of re-used materials. The other two entrances
areto befound in the northern wall, one of them opening into an enclosed chamber with
neatly-built walls constructed of similar-sized small blocks, some of which still carry traces
of plain wall-plaster. It also contained remains of a stonc bench set in the northern part of
the room. The other entrance led into a large open area, only partially excavated. This
partial excavation resulted in the discovery of awell and two small rectangular basinsone
d which was constructed of small stones and lined with water-proof mortar, while the
other was madefrom alarge sandstone block.

Thewedl seemed to beof anearlier period (Hellenistic).lts head was built up to thelevel
o the two basins with rough materials including re-used drain blocks. Evidently this well
replaced another of the same period which had been demolished as we shall sec later. A
small sounding was made in thisopen area, in which a portion of theleg of awhite marble
statue was recovered.

Many architectural elements which had belonged to the Roman building werefound re-
used or were recovered from the debris. These elements included a fine door-jamb, frag-
ments of door lintels, fragments of dentil blocks, fragments of modillions, pieces of
cornice, some small voussoirs, a small portion of a triglyph block and two column-bases,
one made of sandstone and the other of heavy limestone. Other stone objects included
two large mortars fashioned from column drums. Other elements of the decoration and
furnishing recovered include the marble leg mentioned above, afragment of drapery with
rigidly designed folds, made of fine white marble (this last piece found re-used in the
construction of the west wal of the courtyard), a pale blue/grey marble colonette with a
square baseand spiral flutes,asmall slab of coloured-marble wall veneer re-used as part of
the pavement in the doorway connecting the two rooms created in the courtyard, small
pieces of polychrome wall plaster and numerous blue and white tesserae. None of the
decorativeelements, however, wasfound in sizu.

It should be pointed out that no traces whatsoever of mud-brick were found either in
this building or in the investigated area as a whole. It can, therefore, be assumed that such
building material was not utilised and that the wallswereentirely built in stone.

In spite of the fragmentary condition of the building, the surviving internal decorative
and furnishing elements and its dominating position aimost in the heart of the city, suggest
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that it was of some significance. It was, most likely, a courtyard house and, if so, it must
have been built for a prominent citizen.

Period 1 (Fig. 12)
The Roman building was constructed above the remains of carlier Hellenistic structures,
of which only some havc been uncovered. A full recovery would require the removal of
many essential features of the Roman building. Nevertheless the structures revealed are of
great significance. Several deep soundings made below the floor level of the southcrn part
of the Roman building resulted in the discovery of a large kiln resting directly on the
natural bed-rock and asmall built-up tank, in addition to stretchesd contemporary walls.
The kiln (Fig.6) was rectangular in plan, 2.60 m long and 2.20 m widc. Itswalls, which
survived to a maximum height of 60 cm, were made internally of mud brick (sun-baked
mud and clay), c. 25 cm thick. It was reinforced externally by a surrounding packing of two
rowsadf rubble stones bound together with mud mortar. This section of the wal was c. 60
cm wide. The same method of construction was visiblein the east wdl; and it is probable
that the other walls were huilt entirely in this way too. The stoke hole (80= 100 cm) lay at
the northend of thekiln (Fig. 7).Tracesof a flue c. 20 cm widc and lined with mud mortar,
thrOl(Jgh which oxygen passed into the firing chamber, were preserved near the northern
end of the west wall. Also found nearby was a cover d coned shape, made of sandstone,
which might have been used to close the channel when necessary. The lower part of a
supporting-post probably for afloor was preserved near the south-east corner of the kiln.
This was roughly rectangular in shape, measuring ¢. 60 = 80 cm. The interior of the kiln
was filled with numerous fragments of baked mud and a thick deposit of blue-grey ash,
which wasfound spread in thefiring chamber and stoke hole.
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Fageere 7. Merslaling {, stoke-reede of thee Hetlernistie: kiln.

Coarse pottery, recovered from the fill of the kiln and the area near it, ranges in date
from the Hellenistic to the Augustan periods (Fig. 8).Remains of coarse pottery wasters
wereidentified. Thefill of thekiln produced alarge number of loomweights someof which
were uinfired.”

The built-up tank was rectangular in shape, 0.75%1.75 m and 1 m deep. Tt was lined
with athin layer of waterproof mortar. The upper part of theeast wall had been destroyed,
but otherwise the structure was well-preserved. A jug and two complete lamps of Hellen-
isticdate werefound inthefill.

It is important to note here that a circular well and two rock-cut tanks had been
excavated prior to 1985, just to the south and south-west of the kiln. It is clear that this
well was contemporary with the kiln and fell out of use after the construction of the
Rolrnan building; and it was apparently replaced by the other well which was mentioned
earlier.

In fact, the two rock-cut tanks, the well and the built-up tank seem to berelated in useto
the kiln. The main requirements needed for pottery manufacture are water and tanks for
preparing theclay, in addition to the kiln. It seems conceivablethat thesouthern part of the
Roman building was constructed upon a Hellenistic industrial complex, which was used
for manufacturing coarse pottery and other clay objectsincluding, obviously, loomweights.

Limited exploration below thefloor level of room 5in building IV revealed the remains
of another kiln (Fig. 9). This kiln was circular; its walls were built up in a beehive shape
and attained a maximum height of 1.10 m. They were lined internally with fossil-gritted
baked clay 3-4 cm thick; air passed into the kiln through a tuyere madeinits south wall.
The tuyére entered the firing chamber through the neck of a re-used amphora. Consider-
able quantities of slag were found among the debris filling the kiln and the surrounding

238



RECENT DISCOVERIESAT TOCRA

!.!l' -I',,IEI-*F rﬁ'
e

h,
""""""?,; o’

e &
i W
] > A Iii ViR it i II'IIIIII

I Hdre W, ,rlll.'llu.ll.'l.'_l: TV, Eilw bufoow ghoe fesr feve! of Bovwrn 5



FUAAD BENTAHER

{f=F spraledg il 2amdly

240



RECENT DISCOVERIESAT TOCRA

T Mo

[TE R aEr N

241



FUAAD BENTAHER

Ll

g Cail Fam

(25 -l!-'u:"'l
&S 7/ reat 5k
1y ‘L'_-:-\. 5

\ )3 ;ﬁ A

Il .-. H‘__."‘"\q‘_ 'n

&L
0 2.5Cm
' 1

Ohv. Thereis no God fuit one God. Rev. Mohamed isthe messenger o God.

h. Early Islamic coin struck over a Byzantine piece
Figure13.



RECENT DISCOVERIESAT TOCRA

area. Two rather fine redslip bowls, one d which was complete, were recovered from the
kiln. Both o them were found upside down. Onc bowl was plain and the other was
decorated with astrip near therim. It isd special interest to note that only haf of the strip
wasfired black.

Another smal sounding was made nearby to the east. Again this produced a consider-
able quantity of dagand coarse pottery associated with the Hellenistic period, along witha
rgjected plate showing traces o metallic black-glazing. There is here some indication that
manufacture of black glaze could have been practised localy, but for verification o this
point, further evidenceis needed.

In conclusion thefollowing pointsseem worth emphasizing:

(1) Many deep soundings down to the natural bedrock were conducted in different
locations o the excavated area.

(2) The legible coinscollected from the excavated area rangein date from the Hellen-
igticto theldamic periods. None of thecoinsidentified isof pre-Hellenisticdate.

(3) Apart from a few insignificant sherds, amost al pottery recovered can be dated
from thelate 5th century BC onwardsinto the Idamic period.

On the basis of the above mentioned points it seems that the nucleusdf the city is ill

further to the north of theexcavated site.

Fuaad Bentaher
Garyanis University, Benghazi
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Notes

|. Theresults of these excavations have been presented to the department of Antiquities a1 Benghazi in a
series of preliminary reports. Finds recovered from the site will be presented in separate reports by several
authors.

2. The dates assigned to coarse pottery recovered from the site were based on the study made by J. A.
Riley, Supplements to Libva Antigua V, Vol. I1, which is the major reference work for such pottery on al
Cyrenaican sites.

3. Ptolemaic, Roman and Byzantine coinsfound in earlier excavationsconducted at Tocra just to the south
of our activities have been studied by the prcscnt writer and submitted to Garyounis Scientific Journal in a
series of three anicles. The first two, on Ptolemaic and Roman coins, have already been puhlished. Fuaad
Bentaher, Ancient Coins from Tocra, in Vol. 1 {1988) 103-12 and Vol. 11 (1989)181-94. The third report on
Byzantine coinsisstill in press and will appear in the same journal .

4. Continuity of urban life at Tocraand other sitesin Cyrenaica after the Muslim Conguest in A D 642 has
hcen observed by many scholars. For Tocra, see G. 2. B. Jones, Beginnings umii Endings d Cyrenaican Citics,
in Cyrenaica in Antiquity (1985)39. For Apollonia, see W. M. Widrig and R. (3. Goodchild, The West Church
at Apollonia, in PBSR 28 (1960)%9. For Cyrene, see R. G. Goodchild, Kyrene und Apollonia (Ziirich, 1971)
147-8. For Ptolemais see C. 11 Kracling, Ptolemais, City of the Libyan Pentapolis (Chicago 1963) 13, For
Bcerenice, see I. A. Lloyd, Excavations at Sidi Khrebish Benghazi, Herenice, Supplements to Libya AntiguaV
Vol. 1 190-1.

5. Coarse pottery rccovered from the kiln and the area nearby will he studied by H. M. Amin,
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